
PREFACE

The Sikhs is a community which finds a prominent place among

the various Indian Communities. And the Sikh Gurus, right from Guru

Nanak Dev Ji, had played a unique role in upholding the rights of

individuals including the downtrodden and women. The writer of this

Book who is a socio- religious activist connected with the Servants of

the People Society and Ashirwad Senior Citizens Council N.D. has

studied quite deeply the lives of Great Gurus, Saints and other Per-

sonages. His special study of the subjects like 'Birth of Khalsa', His-

tory of Harimandir Sahib, Supreme Sacrifice of Guru Tegh Bahadur

Sahib and the lives of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur, Maharaja Ranjit

Singh, Shri Rama Krishna Paramhans -the guiding star of Swami

Viveka Nanda, Lala Lajpat Rai and Netaji Subhash Chander Bose

etc. will help the readers to get something fresh and interesting based

on historical facts. Most of these Articles (included in this Book) were

published in various Newspapers and Magazines in India. The

endevour of the writer to publish this Book is nothing but an effort to

reach those readers who might not have read these articles earlier. In

fact the writer, after his retirement from the Punjab Vidhan Sabha, has

been devoting his liesure hours to study these subjects for a number

of years after collecting necessary material from different libraries in-

cluding the library of the Punjab Vidhan Sabha and a big library at the

Lajpat Rai Bhawan, Chandigarh . As a matter of fact, the job of writ-

ing an Article on a particular subject takes a lot of time and labour for

an irregular writer like me. The writer had written many more articles

but he failed to locate the manuscripts of many articles (after their

publication) and accordingly this Book contains only 26 Articles the

manuscripts of which were found from his record. Hence these 26

articles (contained in this Book) are laid before the indulgent reader

with all the shortcomings of which the writer is fully conscious.

In compiling this Book I have studied most of the available

anthorities bearing on the subjects.

I, hereby, thank the Editors of the various Newspapers and

magazines who encouraged me to write these articles and then pub-

lished the same in their newspapers and magazines. I also thank my

friends and relatives whe also  encouraged me to write these articles

by enquiring about my next articles appearing in particular newspa-

pers and magazines and finally  encouraged me to compile these ar-

ticles in a Book form for use by the readers at large and also for use in

various libraries

My special thanks to my elders who felt elated and proud on

finding my articles published in various newspapers and magazins from

time to time.

I also have special thanks for my friend S. Bhupinder Singh

Artist who helped me in editing the entire  material of this book.

Balbir Singh Ahluwalia
Retd. from a Senior Post

from the Punjab Vidhan Sabha.
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